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national movement had its birth, which was to sweep the
Burmese out of the country in a remarkably short space of time.
A band of Siamese under a leader, known to Burmese history
as Paya Tak (P'ya Taksin in Siamese), cut their way out of
Ayuthia and took refuge in Cambodian territory. Within only a
few months Paya Tak was at the head of a formidable army,
which began systematically to wipe out the Burmese garrisons
and restore Siamese authority. By the end of 1768 he had
regained Ayuthia and started to build a new capital at Bangkok
nearer the sea. At the moment when Siam was thus rapidly
recovering from her defeat, Hsinbyushin was powerless to
resume the offensive; every man he could spare was needed for
the defence of his country against a determined attempt by the
Chinese to conquer it.
The Gwe Shans at Okpo and the Gwe Karens near Pegu
had been the prime movers in the great revolt of 1740. They
went on to stir up further trouble. They had joined Alaungpaya,
but their raids upon the northern Shan states had forced him
to send a punitive expedition against them in 1758-59. The
survivors took refuge in Mongmit and Hsenwi, and also in
Menglien, a trans-Salween state. From these places they began
to carry their raids across the Chinese border; and when the
widow of their original leader, Gonna-ein, stirred up Kengtung
to attack Kenghung, a dependency of China, the Yunnan
government jumped to the mistaken conclusion that the
Burmese were at the bottom of the trouble.
This suspicion was strengthened in 1764, when a Burmese
army, marching against Siam, passed through Kengtung. Indeed
the Burmese attacks on Siam had created general uneasiness;
and when in the next year a Burmese general appeared on the
Salween to collect tribute from some minor sawbwas, who were
under Chinese protection, although they had paid it to both
sides for centuries, they now complained to China. This was
the immediate cause of hostilities.
Early in 1766 the Yunnan forces invaded Kengtung. The
Burmese fearing repercussions in northern Siam, which they
still held, sent help to the sawbwa, and the Chinese were driven
out. The ignominy of this repulse caused the Viceroy of Yunnan
to commit suicide. His successor was given a free hand by the